
The design of the new Calder Branch was based on the vision of the Edmonton Public 
Library, which is to be “the gathering place for people and ideas, enabling a lifetime of 
learning, engagement and possibility for every Edmontonian.” In order to achieve that 
vision, the Calder community needed more space to gather, learn and explore ideas.

The challenge in the design was to provide a structural solution that would accommodate 
the required large open spaces and the irregularly shaped building layout. Additionally, 
any exposed structure was to have a slender profile in order to integrate best with the 
architectural details. Therefore, a steel structure with steel columns, beams, joists and 
decking was chosen.

In order to accommodate the expansive clay soils on the site, a structural slab supported 
by piles and grade beams was utilized at the main floor and basement. This system 
would best accommodate the possible movement of the soil below the building and 
minimize disturbance to the library floors.

In early 2018, the EPL opened its new targeted LEED® Silver certified Calder Branch 
facility, which is easily accessible by foot, vehicles and transit.
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